Burton C. English was born in Conn.  He attended Iowa State University receiving his BS in Forest Management in 1974.  He went to New Mexico State University and received his MS in 1976.  He then returned to Iowa State University and while working full time in the Center for Agricultural and Rural Development received a PhD in 1981 in Agricultural Economics.  He worked for CARD for 5 years studying national agricultural issues before coming to the University of Tennessee in 1986.

Burton English develops and uses simulation models to evaluate production and environmental issues associated with agricultural production. Involved in examining the economics of biomass to energy conversion for nearly 30 years, he has analyzed alternative environmental policies and impacts on production agriculture, examined alternative land use changes on net farm income, estimated the impacts of environmental policies on small and medium-sized agricultural producers, and projected the impacts of changes in the agricultural industrial complex and the corresponding changes to occur in the region/nation’s economy.  He has with his colleagues conducted recent national analyses for 25 X ’25, the Governors Ethanol Coalition, Department of Energy, and USDA.   These analyses are long term in nature evaluating impacts 15 to 25 years into the future.  
Currently, Burt co-leads a project that has 124 acres of switchgrass established on both farmers and Experiment Station lands.  On these acres, variety trials, along with fertilization and seeding rate experiments are being conducted on a variety of landscapes.  Once the switchgrass is harvested, two conversion technologies are currently underway.  Bio-oil conversion of switchgrass is underway to evaluate the impact moisture, particle size, and conversion temperature has on the quality of bio-oil.  Combustion of switchgrass is also taking place at the Gadsden, Alabama power plant with measurements on the change in emissions that occur as a result of co-firing the switchgrass with coal.  In addition, he has joined with a team of scientists across the nation looking at carbon sequestration in switchgrass fields.  
Burt continues to focus on developing methods to evaluate the potential for increasing the agribusiness industry in Tennessee and the economic impacts these businesses will have on the region.   Recently he has conducted feasibility studies on ethanol and biodiesel.  He is also working on the TN Biofuels Initiative.

He has evaluated the economic potential for, and impacts of, new crop production including herbaceous and short rotation wood crops. He developed the original alternative fuel module used in the U.S. DOE-EIA National Energy Modeling System. He evaluated the capabilities of the nation to meet food and fiber demands through the year 2030 with the information used in both Resource Conservation Act Appraisals 1 and 2.  Dr. English has estimated the impacts of alternative value-added agricultural enterprises on state economies including assessments of wood residues and biodiesel industries in Tennessee, estimated willingness to pay for eco-certified wood products, and helped develop the ORIBAS model used in the analysis. 
Various tools used in his research include crop simulation models, econometric models, linear programming models, logit models, I-O models, spreadsheet analytical models, and hybrid models for economic analysis. As a professor, he has taught graduate and undergraduate courses in Agricultural and Trade Policy, Agricultural Production, Managerial Economics, Agricultural Finance, Research Methods, Mathematical Programming, Agribusiness Operations Research, Advanced Quantitative Methods and Agricultural Supply Analysis; directed numerous M.S. and Ph.D. students; and chaired graduate committees. He has co-authored several books that examine technology adoption in agriculture and resource use and modeling techniques.
