Dr. H. Randall GoldsmithPresident and CEO


Dr. H. Randall Goldsmith is the President and CEO of the Mississippi Technology Alliance.  MTA is a non-profit organization whose mission is to champion innovation and technology-based economic development for the State of Mississippi.             

Dr. Goldsmith manages MTA’s vision of developing public-private partnerships to promote growth in the technology sector a well as assisting entrepreneurs and manufactures and accelerating the commercialization process for university research.  In addition, he oversees MTA’s programs to assist communities in assessing their technology needs and finding renewable energy opportunities.             

Prior to joining MTA, Dr. Goldsmith served as Assistant Vice President for Technology Transfer and Economic Development at the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio.  He was responsible for facilitating the growth and management of the University of Texas Health Science Center’s intellectual property assets to maximize the potential for financial and humanitarian benefit of the institution and the community.  In addition, he had responsibility for identifying and developing new initiatives and opportunities to optimize the Health Science Center’s potential as an economic generator for the community and the state. 

Dr. Goldsmith has written, trained, and practiced extensively nationally and internationally in technology-based economic development, commercialization and capital formation.  His business principles are grounded in more than twenty years of corporate and small business experience as a founding entrepreneur and CEO in multiple settings.  The lessons learned and the experience gained in turning business ideas and opportunities into rewarding financial outcomes underlie the tools and methods Goldsmith uses to turn innovations into new business enterprises. 

Goldsmith’s model for technology commercialization, originally developed for the NASA Regional Technology Transfer Centers, has been adopted by economic development organizations, professional consultants and companies in the United Kingdom, Sweden, South Africa, Puerto Rico, Texas, Oklahoma, Kentucky, Arkansas, California and other states.  Startup companies throughout the world who have benefited from Goldsmith’s model for technology commercialization now number in the thousands.  He reports that one of his greatest personal and professional rewards is a request for one-on-one assistance from a company or an organization seeking to apply his approach to commercialization. 

In addition to working with business startups, Dr. Goldsmith was instrumental in the design and management of several local, state, and regional not for profit technology-based economic development organizations including the Texas Municipal Assistance Program, NASA Mid-Continent Regional Technology Transfer Center, Oklahoma Alliance for Manufacturing Excellence, Oklahoma Technology Development Corporation, and the San Antonio Technology Accelerator Initiative. 

Goldsmith was honored by the Federal Laboratories’ Distinguished Service Award for his contributions to advancing the skills of practitioners involved in technology transfer and commercialization.  In his role as a technology-based economic development specialist, the National Institute of Standards and Technology, the Economic Development Administration, NASA, states of Texas and Oklahoma, and national and international organizations have selected him to serve on multiple state and national boards and committees.  

Much of Dr. Goldsmith’s work has been devoted to building community infrastructure to support innovation-led economic development.  Taking a comprehensive approach to this objective, he views building support for research, entrepreneurship, investment capital, work force development, positive business environment, and community quality of life as the critical ingredients for a competitive local economy.             

A native of Abilene, Texas, Dr. Goldsmith holds doctorate and master degrees in Urban and Regional Planning from Texas A&M University and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Hardin Simmons University.

