Sumesh Arora works for the Mississippi Technology Alliance in Ridgeland, MS.  MTA is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to economic growth through innovation and technology.  He is the Director of MTA’s Strategic Biomass Initiative (SBI), a project that is focused on applied research and commercialization of technologies which can convert biomass into energy and other products.  SBI is currently funding 14 projects ranging from biodiesel production and processing to improving the process for making ethanol from cellulose.  His 16 years of industrial experience includes working as a project engineer for the Mississippi Alternative Energy Enterprise and the State Energy Office, as well as a research project leader for a large chemical fertilizer manufacturer.  He was named to the “Top 40 Under 40” by the Mississippi Business Journal in 2005 and was appointed by Governor Haley Barbour to represent Mississippi in the Governor’s Ethanol Coalition last year.  He also serves as the president of the Mississippi Biomass Council and is on the board of directors of SAUBR. Sumesh holds a Master’s and a Bachelor’s in engineering from the University of Central Florida, Orlando and is currently enrolled in the International Development Ph.D. program at the University of Southern Mississippi. He currently resides in Madison, Mississippi with his wife and two children.

